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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
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FLOODS 

HONDURAS: Strong rains have affected the 

departments in the Atlantic coast.  More than 

2,500 people were evacuated and four have 

died. An estimated 150 houses have been 

affected, as well as stretches of road and 

electric facilities. The northern region of 

Honduras remains on alert for rain.  

Authorities are monitoring the situation. 

Source: Permanent Commission on Contingencies & ECHO. 

 

 

CUBA: A 36-hour intense rainfall affected 

the northern coast of western and central 

Cuba and some 1,546 people were evacuated 

in Havana. This rainfall is a recent historic 

record of rain accumulation (not seen since 

1909) and was caused by a stationary cold 

front in the northern part of the country.  

Source: Administration Council (Governor´s Office) & El 

Nuevo Herald. 

 

 

A rain storm hit the northern coast of Western and Central Cuba.  In 
Havana, about 1,540 people were affected by floods. ©El Nuevo 
Herald. 

 

COLOMBIA: In November, floods from the 

rainy season affected some 48,820 people.  

The most affected departments are Chocó, 

Valle del Cauca and Magdalena.  In Chocó 

some 16,700 people in five municipalities 

have been affected. Authorities have 

distributed humanitarian assistance including 

food, personal hygiene articles, and cooking 

utensils in addition to tents, mattresses and 

sheets.  The sectors with greatest needs are 

shelter, food security and nutrition, and 

water, sanitation and hygiene.  An evaluation 

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 HONDURAS: 2,500 people have been affected by floods.  The northern part of the country is on alert for rain. 

 COLOMBIA: 48,820 affected by the current rainy season. The Department of Chocó is the most affected with16,700. 

 BOLIVIA: Extreme cold has affected some 21,725 people and damaged more than 660 hectares of crops. 
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mission will be carried-out in the city of 

Buenaventura (Valle de Cauca department), 

where there has also been impact due to 

flooding, to gain a better understanding of 

the scope of the emergency. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

PARAGUAY: the National Emergency 

Secretariat reported that strong rains and 

winds damaged some 250 houses in various 

regions of the country. The season also 

affected certain bean, maize and yucca 

plantations.  Authorities are carrying out 

assessments to understand the scope of the 

damage. 

Source: National Emergency Secretariat. 

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN: 

The World Food Program will provide food 

assistance until the end of 2013 to some 

53,000 families in Central America and the 

Caribbean, who have been affected by coffee 

rust – a fungus that attacks coffee plants – 

and that depend on this crop as their sole 

source of income.  A total of 260,000 people 

will be assisted in the region, primarily in the 

four countries that have declared a national 

emergency: Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 

Honduras, and Nicaragua.  Close to 2 million 

people in Central America and the Caribbean 

depend on coffee production as the primary 

source of income. 

Source: World Food Program. 

EXTREME COLD 

BOLIVIA: The Departmental Agriculture and 

Livestock in Cochabamba reports that 

extreme cold has affected some 4,345 

families (some 21,725 persons) and 

damaged more than 660 hectares of crops.  

Several regions in Bolivia are being affected 

by snow and hail and some of these zones, 

such as Cochabamba, have suffered drought 

as well as floods this year. 

Source: Departmental authorities of Cochabamba vía 

Educación Radiofónica de Bolivia. 

 

GUATEMALA: Some 450 people have been 

affected by cold in the country.  Thirty-five 

temporary emergency shelters have been 

equipped to attend to affected people.  To 

date, 310 people have sought shelter in the 

department of Quiché and 140 in 

Quetzaltenango. 

Source: National Coordinator for the Reduction of Disaster. 

 


